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Upcoming
Events

CalendarGreater Colesville Citizens Association, PO Box 4087, Colesville, MD 20914

www.GreaterColesville.org

March

1     GCCA Board Mtg., 7:30 pm

(see directions below)

14   Daylight Savings Time starts

17   St. Patrick’s Day

29  Spring Break, Mont. Co. Schools

No School   

April

5     GCCA Board Mtg., 7:30 pm

(see directions below)

15   Income Tax deadline

22   Earth Day

May

3     GCCA Board Mtg., 7:30 pm

(see directions below)

4     National Teachers’ Day

6     Nurses’ Day

31   Memorial Day

GCCA Officers and Chairs:  President Tom McNamara, Vice President Fred Pulliam, Treasurer
Rob Hoggarth, Recording Secretary (vacant), Communications Secretary Adrienne Lees, Clarion
Editor Nancy Laich, Transportation Review  Dan Wilhelm, Zoning Text Amendments (vacant),
Development Review  Richard McCluskey, Legislative Review  Chuck Lapinski, Beautification
Committee Barbara Bergmann, Webmaster David Koran, Adopt-A-Road Martha Harris

Upcoming GCCA Board meetings will
be held at 7:30 pm at the Colesville
Presbyterian Church, 12800 New
Hampshire Ave.  Please enter through
rear of building.  Meetings are open to
the public.  For information contact
GCCA  President Tom McNamara at
301-989-3158 or email address
AMTM3@MSN.COM.

President’s Message
Hello Colesville,

Progress/change comes about not through the County and State

‘governments, but from you, one citizen at a time.  Yes, ‘We the

People’ bring about change.  Sitting back and letting others make

changes for us is not the answer.  Getting involved in organizations

such as the Greater Colesville Citizens Association (GCCA), and

standing up for ourselves and others is what makes a positive dif-

ference.  

I am so glad that I joined and became an active member of

GCCA,  and have served as president the last four years.  Now it is

time for me to move on.   A new president will be named at our an-

nual meeting on May 20, 2010.  I want to thank the members of the

board for all of their hard work and dedicated service.  They are

truly looking out for all the citizens of Colesville.  Sadly, I am not

the only one leaving the organization, as well as the area.  Barbara

Bergmann, who served as Area 15 representative, and also spear-

headed the “Welcome to Colesville” sign project, will be also mov-

ing from Colesville.  In addition, we are also losing Richard

McCluskey as the head of Development Review.  Richard has done

an excellent job working with the contractors, the County and State

to ensure that projects do not have an adverse effect on Colesville.  

I hope many of you will come to our annual meeting and give

Barbara and Richard a hardy round of applause.  As I leave office

and head for North Carolina, my wish is that a good number of

Colesville residents will become active members of GCCA.  The

future of Colesville belongs to you.

Tom McNamara

President

Greater Colesville Citizens Association  
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Mercedes–Benz Specialists

Pulliam Engineering
144 Bonifant Road, Silver Spring, MD 20905

www.pulliamengineering.com

When Your Service Provider Lets You Down Call Us!!

We Value Our Customers
High Quality Service for Your Mercedes

Factory Trained Technicians

The Latest Diagnostic Equipment

Competitive Prices

Committed to Getting Your Mercedes Back To You On Time

Fred Pulliam
“Expert Repairs, Quality Service”

(301) 384-9094, Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00

CITY ELECTRIC
Your Top Choice for small- medium electric projects

RESIDENTIAL *     COMMERCIAL *     INDUSTRIAL

Satisfied customers for over 25 years

Licensed, Insured, Locally Owned & Operated

Call Today!   301 602-2563

FREE Electrical Service Assessment with this Ad

Robert John Coyne
ATTORNEY AT LAW

400 UNIVERSITY BOULEVARD, WEST
SILVER SPRING, MARYLAND 20901
(301) 681-5013   FAX (301) 681-8765

Bob@rcoyne-law.com

AMB Small Business Accounting Services, Inc
301-946 0140

BUSINESS & INDIVIDUAL INCOME TAXES
PAYROLL & TAX COMPLIANCE

MONTHLY BOOKKEEPING & WRITE UP

INCORPORATIONS & START UPS

FINANCIAL STATEMENTS

Call Today for a FREE Consultation

301-946 0140
Email: ambg@ambaccounting.com
www.ambaccounting.com
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GCCA January Board Meeting - Abridged Minutes 
Committee for Montgomery: Robert Bartol and

Dan Wilhelm (Montgomery County Civic Federation

representative at the meeting) attended the Legislative

Breakfast on December 14, 2009.  Senator Richard S.

Madaleno (Budget & Taxation Committee), Vincent

DeMarco (President, Md. Citizens Health Initiative),

and Montgomery County Executive Isiah Leggett

were speakers at the breakfast.  There is a $2 billion

state deficit.  The deficit will be made up with $500

million from no salary increases, and $400 million

from federal health funds.  The remaining $1.1 billion

will be difficult to find.  There is a $600 million Mont-

gomery County deficit.  Budget cuts have been made

by employees, schools, fire fighters and police.

Around $300 million in BRAC funds will be used for

traffic upgrades in Bethesda, MD and Ft. Belvoir, VA.

Significant Route 355 traffic upgrades will be neces-

sary.  Tunnels are being considered for METRO ac-

cess.  County Executive Isiah Leggett indicated that

education is a priority and a major part of the state

budget.  It will have to be considered for further

budget cuts.  Dan indicated that he can email informa-

tion on state budget and health care to board members. 

Safety Report: (Ed Weiler and Otto Lewis).  A

North White Oak Citizens Association meeting, spon-

sored by Council member George Levanthal, will be

held at the White Oak Library on January 27, 2010 at

7:30 pm.  The topic is the planned affordable housing

and police station on Milestone Drive at White Oak.  A

new police station has been built in Gaithersburg (6th

district) and will have a grand opening this week. 

A public safety meeting, sponsored by Valerie

Ervin, was held at the Parks and Planning Commission

auditorium, 8787 Georgia Avenue, on December 22,

2009.  Robert Bartol, Otto Lewis and Ed Weiler at-

tended the meeting.  Valerie Ervin called the meeting

in response to reported rapes in Takoma Park, and a

bank robbery at the Citizens Bank of MD.  Mont-

gomery County and Park Police were present at the

meeting.  Captain Johnson chaired the meeting. 

Most recent major cases: (1) Bank robbery at

American Bank, 8600 Georgia Ave., weapons used, (2)

couple car jacked upon arriving home, (3) woman, 78

years old, car jacked at Best Way groceries, (4) home

invasion downtown Silver Spring, (5) Burtonsville

burglary in the evening at 9:50 pm.  

Vehicle burglaries are up for GPS devices, iPODs,

and cell phones.  Gangs are using ploys to get people

to stop on the roadside in order to rob them.

Marguerite Raaen reported that high school drug

deals are happening in her neighborhood at Sandy

Ridge and Northwyn.  A compact white car stops in a

dark area and immediately a car comes by to transfer

drugs and money.  Both vehicles then leave quickly.

Police have been unable to apprehend the criminals to

date. 

Montgomery County Civic Federation

(MCCF): (Robert Bartol and Dan Wilhelm).  The

topic of the last MCCF meeting was libraries.  The

next meeting is January 11th at 7:45 pm.  The topic

for this meeting is senior-friendly communities.  Jim

Humphrey wrote an article in the MCCF newsletter

regarding development streamlining.  Dan Wilhelm

indicates that Chairman Hanson (MNPPC) is stepping

down.  Also Jean Crier passed away and now her po-

sition must be filled on the board. 

Respectfully submitted by Ed Wetzlar

Colesville Strawberry Festival 

Remember to mark your calendars on Satur-
day, May 22 for the 26th annual Colesville
Strawberry Festival, according to John G. Maloy,
Chairman of the festival.  The diligent crew of
the Colesville Strawberry Festival Board is well
underway planning, and looking forward to an-
other successful festival.

The Boy Scouts, under the leadership of
John Wnek, along with Springbrook student vol-
unteers will once again provide invaluable serv-
ices.  There are many folks who have worked for
the Festival for many years, but more help is
needed.  Please contact John at 301-370-2500

or Rosina Mason at 301-384-6651.  The time
involved is minimal, and If you have any ideas
for improving or adding to the festival, please
come and join us.
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Maintenance of Effort Waiver - Montgomery Co. Public Schools
by Dan Wilhelm

Reproduced from the Civic Federation News, February, 2010
Bill MC 14-10 has been introduced in Annapolis as emergency legislation to provide a one-year

waiver to the “maintenance of effort” requirement that affects Montgomery County Public Schools.
State law requires public schools to spend at least as much per student each year as they did the
previous year.  Last year, Montgomery County applied for a waiver in light of the massive budget cuts
they had to make, but the waiver was denied by the State Board of Education.  Without the waiver,
the Council would have had to add $79M to the MCPS budget and reduce other parts of the budget
further by the same amount.

To address the problem, the Council applied $79M of the $111M the County pays in debt service
for the cost of constructing school buildings.  The State Board rejected that approach and has threat-
ened to fine the county.  The amount of the fine is not clear, but amounts ranging from $24M to $79M
have been discussed.  The State Board appears to be saying that schools must be funded at the ex-
pense of all other government services even during extreme economic times such as those we have
encountered during the last two years.  Over the years, the County has often increased the annual
spending per student to improve education, but the State Board failed to consider that fact.  Bill MC
14-10 would grant a one-time waiver for the current fiscal year.  We understand another bill will be in-
troduced to correct problems with the current law to cover future years and all counties.

Over the past few months, I have heard from many of my constituents in District 4 regarding pend-
ing Code Enforcement Legislation that has not yet come to the full Council.  These measures include
ZTA 09-03, regulating home occupations; Bill 24-09, limiting permits on unfinished residential con-
struction to 18 months; and Bill 22-09, speeding up the process for resolving code violations.

As you know, this legislation arose from the recommendations of the County Executive’s Code En-
forcement Working Group, which worked for over a year to address a number of housing and zoning
code issues that have been causing adverse impacts and safety issues in many neighborhoods in the
County and in my district.  The improvements to current code enforcement rules and procedures in-
cluded in this package of legislation would bring much-needed relief to neighborhoods that have been
stressed by these ongoing code issues.

However, I believe in order for these changes to be effective, residents must be made aware of
them and have an adequate opportunity to comply with any new rules.  For this reason, I have asked
the County Executive to include funding for adequate outreach including the use of promotoras to
personally disseminate information, public service announcements, and targeted advertising.  In addi-
tion, I have requested that all materials relating to code enforcement, including notices of violation,
should be provided in multiple languages upon request, and that hiring of bilingual code enforcement
inspectors should be a priority.  County Executive staff have indicated that these measures will be in-
cluded in the implementation of this legislation.

I am confident that with proper notice and outreach, this code enforcement legislation will have a
positive impact on neighborhoods throughout the County.  Therefore, I respectfully request that the
PHED committee review this legislation and resolve any outstanding issues as soon as possible so
that it can be passed by the full Council and implemented by Department of Permitting Services.

I appreciate the thorough and serious review your Committee has given this Code
Enforcement package, and thank you for your continued efforts in this regard.

Code Enforcement Legislation 
Reproduced Memorandum from Councilmember Nancy Navarro, District 4 to Coun-
cilmembers Knapp, Floreen, and Elrich, dated Feb. 2, 2010
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2010 US Census Begins April 1
The Twenty-third United States Census, known as Census 2010, will be the next national census

in the United States.  The census has been conducted every 10 years since 1790, as required by the
United States Constitution, with the previous one completed in 2000.  On January 25, 2010, Census
Bureau Director Robert Groves personally kicked off the 2010 Census enumeration by counting
World War II veteran Clifton Jackson, a resident of Noorvik, Alaska.

The Census Bureau will no longer use a long form for the 2010 Census.  In previous censuses,
one in six households received this more detailed form asking for detailed social and economic infor-
mation.  The 2010 Census will use only a short-form asking basic questions, such as name, gender,
age, date of birth, race, ethnicity, relationship, and housing tenure.

Detailed socioeconomic information collected during past censuses will continue to be collected
through the American Community Survey.  The survey provides data about communities in the
United States on a yearly basis rather than once every 10 years.  A small percentage of the popula-
tion on a rotating basis will receive the survey each year, and no
household will receive it more than once every five years.

The Government Accountability Office estimated in 2004 that the
cost of the 2010 Census would be over $11 billion.  In a detailed re-
port to Congress, it called on the Census Bureau to address cost
and design issues.  Lockheed Martin won a six-year, $500 million
contract to capture and standardize data for the census.  The con-
tract includes systems, facilities, and staffing.  Information technol-
ogy will be about a quarter of the projected $11.3 billion cost of the
decennial census.  This will be the first census to use hand-held
computing devices with GPS capability.  Unlike the 2000 census, an
Internet response option will not be offered.  

The Montgomery County Government is committed to the essen-
tial democratic principle that everyone counts in Montgomery
County.  As the 2010 Federal Census will establish the basis for fair representation at the federal and
state levels and an equitable allocation of federal dollars and provide important data for County poli-
cymaking and priority setting, Montgomery County is determined to make every feasible outreach ef-
fort to ensure that we have a complete count in 2010.  Residents will receive the Census form in the
mail in March.  By promptly completing the form and mailing it back, residents will avoid visits from
Census enumerators.  It takes less than 10 minutes to complete.  Federal law protects the personal
information you share during the Census.  Census data are used to distribute Congressional seats to
states, to make decisions about what community services to provide, and to distribute $400 billion in
federal funds to local, state and tribal governments each year. 

2010 Census

arrives by

mail in March

Forms pack

10 questions

10 minutes

Upon receipt

complete and 

mail back

The Census Bureau encourages everyone to promptly fill out the 2010 Census when it arrives in
the mail.  With 10 simple questions, the average time to fill out is about ten minutes.  Use the
postage-paid return envelope to return it by mail.  Census takers will follow up this summer and visit
only those households who did not return the census by mail.  
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Montgomery County Government has filed a Mandatory Referral with the Planning Board propos-
ing to move the Third District Police Station from downtown Silver Spring to 4 acres of the 13 acre
wooded area on Milestone Drive near the northeast intersection of Columbia Pike and New Hamp-
shire Avenue.  Although the White Oak Master Plan identifies this area as R-90 TDR, the County is
proposing to squeeze both the police station and as many as 175 units of affordable housing (either
workforce townhouses or affordable rental units) onto this site. 

Despite a request from local communities to present the County’s dual purpose plan at the same
time so that the consequences of both proposals could be considered simultaneously, the County
maintains that because the housing plan is about a year behind the police station in development, the
two uses cannot be considered at the same time.  We believe that the whole picture, both uses,
should be examined together.  If taken together, the dual use proposal will result in the unnecessary
removal of nearly all of this ecologically sensitive forested area less than one-half mile from the Paint
Branch.

We are proposing that for the police station project, 100% of the forest conservation be done on-
site.  The County claims that the forest on the site is "not worth saving."  They claim that, except for a
few significant trees, the stand is mostly invasive species.  Their solution is to remove all but about
nine trees from the 13 acres.  We oppose this plan as it will result in significant stormwater and sedi-
ment runoff, particularly from the part of the property which is being saved for future county land
needs.  We are also concerned that more than 2 acres of forest conservation will be done off-site.
The forest already exists onsite.  Its needless destruction will not only damage but will stand in direct
contradiction of the plan’s claim to be “green”.

Sherbrooke HOA and North White Oak Civic Association have raised a number of other points
about the development proposal and have developed an alternative plan for the police station portion
of the site that will allow for more forest conservation.  We are very concerned that the planned police
station is located so close to existing homes and without an adequate buffer between the two differ-
ent land uses.  In some places the fence surrounding the police station is less than 30 feet from ad-
joining homes, and the fence is literally right on the property lines of these homes.  The proposed
police station would be built on land which is currently zoned R-90 TDR.  If this construction were
subject to Park and Planning "compatibility" rules, a much larger buffer would be required in order for
a commercial developer to obtain a rezoning to build a 40-foot commercial building immediately next
to residential homes in an R-90 neighborhood.

As an alternative to this proposal, our civic associations are proposing that the police station be
moved 200 feet away from existing homes and closer to the intersection of Columbia Pike and Stew-
art Lane.  By moving the police station away from neighboring homes, the county could accommo-
date all the forest conservation on-site as well as create an additional 4 acre forest preservation area.
This is a very sensible approach which maximizes the County’s goal of forest conservation and simul-
taneously provides the necessary buffer between the police station and adjoining residences.  Our
civic associations propose that this forest preservation area be dedicated to the memory of Rachel
Carson who authored Silent Spring while living in the nearby Quaint Acres community.  Our proposal
also recommends the establishment of a privately-funded educational exhibit about Rachel Carson at
the nearby White Oak Library, self-guided walking tour to the Rachel Carson home in Quaint Acres,
and the Rachel Carson Greenway in the nearby Northwest Branch.

New Third District Police Station Proposed for White Oak
by Elizabeth Molloy, Pres. Sherbrooke HOA & Barry Wides, Pres., N. White Oak Civic Assoc.
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WELLS
FARGO

HOME
MORTGAGE

•Receive tax free2 funds to use however you choose

•Maintain financial security

•Title stays in your name3

•No repayment of loan as long as you live in your

home3

•Your choice of flexible funds distribution plans

You’ve worked hard to own your home, now let it

work for you1!

Call for FREE consultation & info

Song Hutchins

Reverse Mortgage Consultant
(301)367-4213 Direct

email: song.hutchins@wellsfargo.com

1Must be at least 62 years of age. 2Consult your tax advisor
3And all other requirements are met. Wells Fargo Home Mort-
gage is a division of Wells Fargo Bank, N.A.
©2006 Wells Fargo Bank, N.A. All rights reserved. #38268
07/10/06

Reverse Mortgage

Colesville Sunoco
Complete Automotive Service and Repair

Domestic and Imports

ASE Certified Master Mechanics

MD Inspection Station #6494A

Blue Seal of Excellence Facility

Mention this Ad for a discount on your next oil change

13335 New Hampshire Avenue

Silver Spring, MD 20904

301 384-5300

John Kim

Noel Reitz

Complete Asphalt Driveway

Maintenance Services

Fairway Home
Services

Call us at 301-879-3697
for a free estimate–Cleaning

–Cleaning

–Weed Removal

–Crack Filling

–Oil Spots Cleaned and Primed

–Sealing with Top-Quality Sealer

We guarantee your comlete satisfaction

Offering a Variety
of Levels & Styles

www.olneyyoga.comwww.olneyyoga.com

or call 301-774-1961or call 301-774-196144 CCllaasssseess ffoorr $$44444 Classes for $44
**wwiitthh ccoouuppoonn..*with coupon.

Reclaim Your
Inherent
Health &

Well-Being
Mornings & Evenings Classes

7 Days A Week

�������	�
��
����
��

�������	�
��
����
��

Visit Our Website for Kripalu 
Classes in Colesville
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E. H. Phifer
Phifer Construction Company, Inc.

WINDOW, SIDING, AND ROOFING
CONTRACTORS

Established 1987
www.EHPhifer.com

Complete Roof Replacements

Residential-Commercial

Seamless Aluminum Gutters & Downspout

Pro Tech Aluminum Gutter Guard

•Tear Off & Replacement � Complete Ventilation Systems
• Roof Inspections • Repairs • Certified Firestone Installer
• Storm & Wind Damage Repairs-Insurance • Emergency Patch & Repair Service

The
Colesville Center
has what you�re looking for�

Get a haircut, buy some flowers,
have your pants hemmed, pick up
a gift, buy groceries, go out to eat,

and for dessert, stop by our ice
cream shop, then bring home a

movie and relax. 

We have it all, 
and more�

Giant Food Center at the intersection of
Randolph Rd. and New Hampshire Ave.

Rachel Galobo Avon

Police Offer Gang Hot Line

The Montgomery County Police Department
has set up an anonymous Gang Tip Hotline so
the public can help identify illegal gang activity.

The hotline can be reached by calling 240-773-

GANG or 240-773-4264, and is available 24
hours a day seven days a week.
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Hoffmaster’s Auto Care

Auto Care you can Trust
Serving Colesville for over 25

years

Complete Auto Repairs
Foreign & Domestic

Steve Hoffmaster - Owner

Formerly Colesville Amoco now at a new location

11937 Tech Road
Silver Spring, MD 20904

(301) 622-9797

Leading the Way in Colesville
Area Listings & Sales...

The Savercool Team @ Long & Foster

Call us today for a free market analysis

Free Home Warranty For All

New Listings With This Ad!!

phone: 301-384-1106

e-mail: savercools@mris.com

web: www.savercools.com

COLESVILLE MEALS ON
WHEELS

needs volunteers to serve the needs of the
homebound in Colesville, Woodmoor, Calverton,

Four Corners, Burnt Mills, White Oak, and 
Burtonsville.

We deliver meals 5 days a week, 11:00 - 1:00.
For more information, please call Sarah Day at

301/384-5735

“Being a volunteer with Meals on Wheels is most
rewarding.  There is a good connection with our
clients and a closeness with fellow volunteers.
I have been involved with Meals on Wheels for
over 10 years, and I love the friendship with all

those involved with this necessary organization.”
Susan Armstrong, Publicity Chair

The next issue of the Clarion will be mailed in
May.  The deadline for submitting news and

photographs is Friday, April 8.
Contact Editor Nancy Laich at 301-384-5741.

Long & Foster believes that any success-    
ful home sale hinges on one important    
factor: accurate information supplied to you  
on a timely basis. After all, there�s so much 
riding on your home sale and you need to 
make sound decisions.
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GCCA DUES PAYMENT TIME - MEMBERSHIP IS IMPORTANT

PLEASE JOIN GCCA:  The annual dues are $10.00 per member (June 2009 through May 2010).  Contri-

butions are vital to GCCA’s mission of improving our Colesville community.  Make checks payable to

GCCA and mail to P.O. Box 4087, Colesville, MD  20914.

NAME(S):____________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS:_________________________________________________ PHONE___________________

Dues_______ GCCA Donation_______ Sign Donation_______ TOTAL_______ Area # (if known) _____

1 Fred Pulliam 144 Bonifant Rd. 384-9094
1 Open
1 Open
2 Nancy Laich 14321 Stilton Cir. 384-5741
2 Open
2 Open
3 Louise Yeck 14301 Northwyn Dr. 384-5155
3 Robert Yeck 14301 Northwyn Dr. 384-5155
3 Open
4 Henry Morrow 13812 Mills Avenue 388-0827
4. Open
4. Open
5 Adrienne Lees 14005 Overton Lane 384-9524
5 Tom McNamara 13909 Overton Lane 989-3158
5. Open
6 Rosina Mason 306 Colesville Manor Dr. 384-6651
6 Bill Backof 13814 Shannon Drive 384-7354
6 Cindy Lapinski 216 Colesville Manor Drive 384-0392
7 Open
7 Open
7 Open
8 Open
8 Open
8 Open
9 Jasline Jesson 13217 Sherwood Forest Dr. 879-0940
9 Open
9 Open
10 Open
10 Open
10. Open
11 David Michaels 508 Hawkesbury Lane 622-1805
11 Jeff Weingarten 605 Hawkesbury Terrace 680-7904
11 Trudy Wolin 632 Whttingham 622-4763
12 Phyllis Weisberg 301 Kimblewick Drive 622-3232
12. Open
12 Open
13 Open
13 Open
13 Open
14 Open
14 Robert Bartol 224 Springloch Road 622-5879
14 Open
15 Barbara Bergmann 12608 Eldrid Court 622-0686
15 Open

15 Open
16 Open

16 Open .
16 Open
17 Richard McCluskey 13001 Two Farm Dr. 622-6449
17 Open
17 Open
18 Ray Rye 12820 Baker  Dr. 622-2276
18 Janet MacNab 12435 Meadowood Dr. 622-4257
18 Open
19 Luella Mast 809 Hobbs Dr. 384-4178
19 Open
19 Open
20 Rob Hoggarth 911 Notley Road 879-7097
20 Open
20 Open
21 Open
21 Open
21 Open
22 Martha Harris 13214 Kara La. 384-4063
22 Open
22 Open
23 Dan Wilhelm 904 Cannon Rd. 384-2698
23 Paula Jean Halberg 13255 Venetian Rd. 384-6395
23 Open
24 Beverly Paylor .13308 Burkhart St. 384-0817
24 Open
24.  Open
25 Open
25 Open
25 Open
26 Beverly Roof 12928 Allerton Lane 384-7247
26 Lenora Queen 12919 Broadmore Rd. 384-6521
26 Open
27 Ronald S. Dick 1412 Chilton Dr. 384-7234
27 Open
27 Open
28 Open
28 Otto E. Lewis 12617 Billington Rd. 384-0567
28 Open
29 Edward Wetzlar 316  Greenhill Way 622-6420
29 Open

GCCA Area Representatives
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